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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – April 11, 2019 

 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Richard Sainsbury, 
Jane Johnson, Michael York, Ruth Snyder, and Selectmen’s Representative Bill Hutwelker. The Chair took 
the roll and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.   
 
Absent: Alternate Liz Traynor and Alternate Jim McConnell 
 
Others Present:  Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler, Ryan Kottke, Dave 
Bergeron with Brickstone Land Use Consultants LLC, David Mann, Land Surveyor, and Mark Goodrich, 
Interim Dillant-Hopkins Airport Manager 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Self that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Johnson with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from March 28, 2019 were considered. Motion was made by Self to approve the minutes 
of March 28, 2019. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
Multi-Tenant Application 
Keene Guys Performance Solutions, LLC requests to add firearm coatings and sales to the existing 
automobile repair and coating business located at 75 Birch Road. The subject property is located in the 
Business District at Tax Map 3, Lot 36 
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Discussion:  Ryan Kottke was present to talk about coating that is used on automotive parts and for 
firearms. He noted that the business needs a federal firearms license.  He said that in the future, they might 
be interested in selling firearms, but right now only going to be coating firearm parts, which come 
disassembled.  
 
Bachler said he has verified the firearm licensing. Bachler said the Police Chief is aware of the application 
but he hasn’t had a chance to respond to it. Snyder asked about securing the firearms in the shop. Kottke 
said the firearms not in the process of being coated will be in a safe.  He said in future, if selling firearms, 
they will be in locked display cases.  
 
It was noted that the Federal Bureau for Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms (ATF) won’t approve a license until 
the Planning Board and the Police Chief have approved moving forward.  Page noted a business has to be 
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licensed as a firearm dealer to coat firearm parts.  York asked if they would be doing repairs.  Kottke said 
no. 
 
The Chair asked for further questions or comments and there were none. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:08 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the request of Keene Guys Performance Solutions, LLC to add 
firearm coatings and sales to the existing automobile repair and coating business located at 75 
Birch Road and located in the Business District shown at Tax Map 3, Lot 36. There was a second to 
the motion by Snyder and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
DISCUSSION/OTHER BUSINESS 
Site Plan Review Application 
Brickstone Land Use Consultants, on behalf of Whip City Aviation, requests a Site Plan Review for a 3,600 
square foot airplane hangar located at Dillant-Hopkins Airport at 80 Airport Road. The subject property is 
located in the Business District at Tax Map 37, Lot 36.  
 
Discussion:  Bergeron displayed a site plan for the hangar. He said that obtaining the FAA permit took more 
than a year to achieve and therefore the site plan approval had expired.  He pointed to the lot, which is a 
parking lot now, where the hangar will be built. He said it will be 60’ X 60’ with one large door and a couple 
of small doors.  He spoke about a small catch basin to manage run-off.  He said there are no sewer or water 
services.  Electrical will come in from the rear of the building. 
 
The Board agreed by consensus that the application was complete and to hold the public hearing 
immediately. 
 
 Public hearing opened at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Chair asked for comments/questions.  Bergeron said the site plan is same as the plan previously approved 
by the Planning Board.   
 
Public hearing closed at 6:11 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Snyder to approve a site plan for a 3,600 square foot airplane hangar at 
Dillant-Hopkins Airport at 80 Airport Road on property located in the Business District and shown at 
Tax Map 37, Lot 36. There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Subdivision Application 
The City of Keene request a two-lot Subdivision of property located at 471 Old Homestead Highway. The 
subject property is located in the Business, Residence, and Rural/Agricultural Districts at Tax Map 34, Lot 
32.   
 
Discussion: David Mann and Mark Goodrich, interim Airport Manager, also employed by Dubois & King, 
were present.  Mann referred to the Alps former restaurant, and more recently the property was used for 
Go-Kart and Mini-golf entertainment.  Mann spoke about the property that is vacant. He said a 5.1 acre lot 
would be one lot, and there has been some interest in purchasing the property.  A right-of-way was 
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discussed that goes to the west.  Mann said State Department of Transportation (DOT) has approved the 
location for a driveway.  Curb cut has not been approved as yet because it is dependent on the use planned 
for the property.  10.2 acre lot will be the balance of the property and it would also be for sale. 
 
Chair asked for questions. York asked if the land is in the glide slope.  Mann noted a navigation easement 
that was approved for this parcel.  Goodrich said the navigation easement describes the maximum height 
for any building on the site.   Mann pointed out the business district sections of the property versus the 
rural/agricultural district portions. 
 

Motion was made by Self that the application is complete and ready to go to public hearing. There 
was a second to the motion by York and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
The Board agreed to hold the public hearing immediately.  
 
Public Hearing opened at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Discussion:  The Chair asked for further comments or questions and there were none. 
 
Public Hearing closed at 6:21 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Self to approve a two-lot subdivision of property located at 471 Old 
Homestead Highway on property located in the Business, Residence, and Rural/Agricultural 
Districts and shown at Tax Map 34, Lot 32.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury and no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Member Packets 
Discussion was held about the contents of the packets prepared by Bachler for Board meetings. Self said 
one copy of certain materials would be sufficient for the entire Board.  He said they don’t need the abutters 
list – just need the application.   
 
Alternate Vacancy 
Bachler said there is an Alternate vacancy for the Board – he asked for the agreed upon procedure to 
nominate an individual to that position. York said that in the past the Board would invite the individual to a 
meeting and in addition the Chair would review their application. 
 
Next Meeting:  April 25, 2019 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Sainsbury.  There was a second to the motion by Snyder with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:25 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 
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